e )

A d For Release 2001/07/28 : CIA-RDP78-0163 0100110034-2 -
o pprovecror .. .. CONFIDENTIAL ] , | Y NOT WPE IN THIS SPACE
- -AIR-POUGH, . : a%z%% F z%%ﬁ 1T E - ] 11 2q2 :
FOREIGN’SERVICEIDESPATGH, &%$@&ﬁmmﬁ
. XR 861#»#9 \"\
FROM : LONDON - ~B56k— —
TO : THE DEPABTME&T OF STATE, WASHINGTON. ’% MW__H
REF -
ACTION DEPT.
2o, I ~
_For Dept. 2 N ' P R ]
Use Only | RECD® F oTHERRBP—EUR —OLI - IBS~ IFI UNA OP
L Mages COMM—MSA—TR -~ — ——

SUBJECT: IKEA, Hungarian Rellef Orgsnization

f  The Forelgn Office has asked us erally for information on our )1
| attitude to IEKA, descrlbed as a Hungarisn relief organization which
srranges for shipments of gift parcels to persons in Hungary.

Accerdling to the Forelgn Office, IKKA has s branch in Zurieh
through whieh persons may pay Swiss francs for the delivery of parcels
to persons 1in Hungary. The Brlitish Government some time ago declded
that British eitizens could use this apency and the Bank of England can
approve purchases of Swigs francs for this purpose. (Hungary will not
accept sterling ln thls connectlon.) Very small use of the agency is
made by persons in Britain. In the current year ihe total permitted has
been only £160, The Forelgn Office belleves the operation to be a
racket in which the Hungarian Government makes & large profit and allows
for the use of the donee only a smell part of the money deposited for
his benefit. The Forelgn Offlce would like to cancel the arrsngement in
g0 far as donors in Britain are conecerned, but in view of the humanitar-
lan aspects 1t expects consliderable opposition to 1ts viewpoint.

It has heard that the ageney has & brench in New York in whilch the
transactions amounted to some $2,000,000 lest yesr. It believes that
the orgenizatioen is also eriticlzed in the US and that consideration is
being gilven to terminating the operation there. It would eppreclate any
information that can be obtalned on our attitude to the organizatiom and
our plans if any to reptrict or terminate ite soctivities in the US. Sueh
a report will assist the British in their approach to the matter.

Action Requested:

o

Please supply the Embassy with information to enable it to reply to
this inquiry. ey
/s
Benjanin M. Hulle

Firat Secretary of Ewbassy
CC: Budspesnt
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